
PROF. RATAN KUMAR PARIMOO

 Prof. Ratan Kumar Parimoo is an internationally renowned painter, art historian, pedagogue 
and curator. He is widely acknowledged as the pioneer of New Art History in India having introduced 
European methodological framework alongside Indian aesthetic theories of Rasa and Alamkara for 
the analysis and interpretation of Indian art. 

2. Bom on 16  June 1936 in Srinagar, Prof. Parimoo received his Bachelor's (1955) and th

Master's (1957) degrees in Painting and diploma in Museology from The Maharaja Sayajirao 
University of Baroda, Vadodara and BA Honours in History of Art from University of London (1963). 
He earned his PhD in 1972 - the first ever in Art History from an Indian art institution as a painter. 
Prof. Parimoo served as the Head of the Department of Art History & Aesthetics from 1966 to 1991, 
the Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts from 1975 -1981 and retired from active teaching service as 
Professor in 1996. He has served on advisory committees of the UGC, NCERT, Lalit Kala Academy, 
JNU Board of Studies, NGMA, ASI, and INSA among others. He has expanded the scope of Indian Art 
History by developing upon the scholarship of earlier generation of scholars. He pioneered research 
and critical writing on Modem Indian art when it was still an untrodden path. Through his teaching 
and writings, he has convincingly demonstrated how theories of iconology, semiotics and 
hermeneutic reading of representation of art could be applied to Indian art as well.

3. Prof. Parimoo's leadership in curating, revamping and reorganising the Lalbhai Dalpatbhai 
Museum and NC Mehta collections between 2007-2019 into a world class institution has been 
widely acknowledged. As an artist he co-founded the first Baroda Group of Artists (1956) where he 
played a key role in defining modem Indian art in post-Independence India. In his own art practice, 
he pioneered Abstraction and Surrealism inspired by his study and teaching of European art.

4. Prof. Parimoo is an acclaimed authority on classical and modem Indian arts, especially Arts 
of Ajanta & Ellora, Buddhist Art of Asia; Medieval and Modem sculpture; Jain, Rajasthani, Pahari 
and Mughal paintings; the art of Raja Ravi Verma, Rabindranath Tagore and the Bengal school, 
among others on whom he has published many monographs way before they received much 
academic  attention. Being the first artist-art historian to research on the art of the Three Tagores, 
his  -  (2010) is a timeless authoritative reference book. Art of Three Tagores From Revival to Modernity
Among his most recent publications, a massive volume titled From the Earthly World to the Realm of 
Gods (2015) on the rare drawings from the Kasturbhai Lalbhai Collection is a world class 
publication elevating the artistic endeavours of Indian traditional master painters.

5. Prof. Parimoo is a recipient of the Cultural Scholarship for Painting from the Government of 
India (1957-59), Commonwealth Scholarship to study Art History in England (1960), JDR 
Rockefeller III Grant of the Asia Society New York (1974), Jawaharlal Nehru Fellowship (1991), 
Gaurav Puraskar of the Gujarat State Lalit Kala Academy (2000), Raja Ravi Verma Chitrakar Award   
(2016) the prestigious Rabindranath Tagore Birth Centenary Medal (2019) of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal for his contribution to Human Culture, and the Raja Ravi Verma award for excellence in the 
field of Visual Arts by the Maharaja Ranjitsingh Gaekwad Baroda Festival of Arts (2024).
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çks- jru dqekj ifjew

 çks- jru dqekj ifjew ,d varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ds çfl) fp=dkj] dyk bfrgkldkj] f'k{kkfon vkSj D;wjsVj gSaA mUgsa Hkkjr 
esa u, dyk bfrgkl ds vxznwr ds :i esa O;kid :i ls Lohdkj fd;k tkrk gS] ftUgksaus Hkkjrh; dyk ds fo'ys"k.k vkSj O;k[;k 
ds fy, jl vkSj vyadkj ds Hkkjrh; lkSan;Z fl)karksa ds lkFk&lkFk ;wjksih; i)frxr <kaps dks Hkh is'k fd;kA 

2 ] ]- 16 twu  1936 dks Jhuxj esa tUes  çks- ifjew us egkjktk l;kthjko foÜofo|ky; cM+kSnk] oMksnjk ls fp=dyk esa 
Lukrd ¼1955½ vkSj ekLVj ¼1957½ dh fMxzh vkSj laxzgky; foKku esa fMIyksek vkSj yanu foÜofo|ky; ¼1963½ ls dyk ds 
bfrgkl esa ch, v‚ulZ dh fMxzh çkIr dhA mUgksaus o"kZ 1972 esa ,d fp=dkj ds :i esa fdlh Hkkjrh; dyk laLFkku ls dyk 
bfrgkl esa lcls igyh ckj viuh ih,pMh vÆtr dhA çks- ifjew us o"kZ 1966 ls 1991 rd dyk bfrgkl vkSj lkSan;Z'kkL= 
foHkkx ds çeq[k] o"kZ 1975 &1981 rd yfyr dyk ladk; ds Mhu ds :i esa dk;Z fd;k vkSj o"kZ 1996 esa çksQslj ds :i esa lfØ; f'k{k.k lsok 
ls lsokfuòÙk gq,A vU; ds vykok ;wthlh] ,ulhÃvkjVh] yfyr dyk vdkneh] ts,u;w cksMZ v‚Q LVMht] ,uth,e,] ,,lvkÃ vkSj mUgksaus 
vkÃ,u,l, dh lykgdkj lfefr;ksa esa dke fd;k gSA mUgksaus fo}kuksa dh fiNyh ih<+h dh fo}rk dks vkxs c<+kdj Hkkjrh; dyk bfrgkl ds 
nk;js dk foLrkj fd;k gSA mUgksaus vkèkqfud Hkkjrh; dyk ij 'kksèk vkSj vkykspukRed ys[ku dk dk;Z rc fd;k] tc blesa vHkh rd dqN T;knk 
ugh fd;k x;k FkkA vius f'k{k.k vkSj ys[ku ds ekè;e ls] mUgksaus –<+rk ls çnÆ'kr fd;k gS fd dSls dyk dh çLrqfr ds çrhd foKku] ladsr 
foKku vkSj O;k[;kRed ikB ds fl)karksa dks Hkkjrh; dyk ij Hkh ykxw fd;k tk ldrk gSA

3- ykyHkkÃ nyirHkkÃ laxzgky; vkSj ,ulh esgrk laxzg dks o"kZ 2007&2019 ds chp foÜo Lrjh; laLFkku esa O;ofLFkr 
djus] u;k Lo:i nsus vkSj iquxZfBr djus esa çks- ifjew ds usrR̀o dks O;kid :i ls Lohdkj fd;k x;k gSA ,d dykdkj ds :i esa 
mUgksaus igys cM+kSnk xzqi v‚Q+ vkÆVLV~l ¼1956½ dh lg&LFkkiuk dh] tgk¡ mUgksaus Lora=rk ds ckn ds Hkkjr esa vkèkqfud Hkkjrh; 
dyk dks ifjHkkf"kr djus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃA vius Lo;a ds dyk vH;kl esa] mUgksaus ;wjksih; dyk ds vius vè;;u vkSj 
f'k{k.k ls çsfjr gksdj vewrZrk vkSj vfr;FkkFkZokn dk chM+k mBk;kA

4- çks- ifjew 'kkL=h; vkSj vkèkqfud Hkkjrh; dykvksa] fo'ks"k :i ls vtark vkSj ,yksjk dh dyk] ,f'k;k dh ckS) dyk( 
eè;dkyhu vkSj vkèkqfud ewÆrdyk( tSu] jktLFkkuh] igkM+h vkSj eqxy fp=dyk( jktk jfo oekZ] joÈæukFk VSxksj vkSj caxky 
Ldwy dh dyk] vkfn ds ç'kaflr fo'ks"kK gSa] ftu ij mUgksaus cgqr ls eksuksxzkQ çdkf'kr fd, gSa] blls igys mu ij cgqr vfèkd 
vdknfed è;ku ugh fn;k x;kA rhu VSxksj dh dyk ij 'kksèk djus okys igys dykdkj&dyk bfrgkldkj gksus ds ukrs] mudh 
vkVZ v‚Q+ Fkzh VSxksj & Ý‚e fjokboy Vw e‚MÆuVh ¼2010½ ,d dkykrhr vkfèkdkfjd lanHkZ iqLrd gSA muds lcls gkfy;k 
çdk'kuksa esa] dLrwjHkkÃ ykyHkkÃ laxzg ls nqyZHk fp=ksa ij Ý‚e n vFkZyh oYMZ Vw n fj;Ye v‚Q+ x‚M~l ¼2015½ uked ,d fo'kky 
[kaM Hkkjrh; ikjaifjd fo'ks"kK fp=dkjksa ds dykRed ç;klksa dks c<+kok nsus okyk ,d foÜo Lrjh; çdk'ku gSA

5- çks- ifjew dks Hkkjr ljdkj dh vksj ls fp=dyk ds fy, lkaL—frd Nk=o`fÙk ¼1957&59½] baXySaM esa dyk bfrgkl dk 
vè;;u djus ds fy, jk"VªeaMy Nk=o`fÙk ¼1960½] ,f'k;k lkslkbVh U;w;‚dZ dk tsMhvkj j‚dQsyj  vuqnku ¼1974½] III
tokgjyky usg: Qsyksf'ki ¼1991½] xqtjkr jkT; yfyr dyk vdkneh dk xkSjo iqjLdkj ¼2000½] jktk jfo oekZ fp=dkj 
iqjLdkj ¼2016½] ekuo laL—fr esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, ,f'k;kfVd lkslkbVh v‚Q caxky dk çfrf"Br joÈæukFk VSxksj tUe 
'krkCnh ind ¼2019½ vkSj egkjktk j.kthrÇlg xk;dokM+ cM+kSnk dyk egksRlo ¼2024½ }kjk –'; dyk ds {ks= esa mR—"Vrk ds 
fy, jktk jfo oekZ iqjLdkj feyk gSA
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